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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, July 11, 1939.

A PERSON of high standing in National-Socialist circles has made
the following declarations to one of my colleagues:

"Herr von Ribbentrop no longer enjoys the Fiihrer's absolute
confidence. The Fiihrer has given expression to a certain number of
grievances against his Minister. In particular, he reproaches Herr
von Ribbentrop with having wilfully concealed from him several
items of information proving the high war-potential of Great Britain.
Moreover, he accuses his Minister of having committed him, in con-
nection with Danzig, to a difficult undertaking which runs the risk
of compromising Germany's prestige if a satisfactory solution is not
soon found.

"It must be borne in mind that the raising of the Danzig question
is Herr von Ribbentrop's personal doing. However, when he under-
took the campaign for restoring this territory to the Reich, he did
not realize that he would meet with firm resistance on the part of the
Western Powers.

"It seems that the Poles might still make proposals which our
Government would agree to consider. Of course, Warsaw would have
to make substantial concessions to us, but it is not yet too late to
contemplate an agreement satisfactory to the two parties.

"Moreover, the Poles would have everything to gain by deciding
to negotiate. For a conflict, whatever its issue might be, would in
any case be fatal to them.

"In fact, either Poland would be defeated, and she would then
fall entirely under our domination; or else (a highly improbable
eventuality, for that matter), with the help of Russia, she would
emerge victorious from the war. In this case, the Russians would
never reconcile themselves to leaving the country, and that would
be the end of Poland.

"Have you not been struck recently by the somewhat changed
tone of our Press towards Poland? You no longer find accounts of
Polish-German incidents. Nevertheless, according to our information,
the people of Poland continue, on the most trivial grounds, to molest
our nationals living in the country. Our Minister wants to hold out
a hand to the Warsaw Government for one last time.

"The Government, and especially those in control at the
Wilhelmstrasse, view the future with some anxiety. They realize
that the feeling of hatred for Germany grows daily. Only yesterday,
this hatred, this indignation, were peculiar to the rulers of certain
States. To-day, it looks as if the masses had been won over to these
feelings. This development is especially noticeable in the case of
Great Britain."

The  foregoing information  must,  of course,   be  accepted   with